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In loving memory of my mother 
Mary Fumi Kusano Sasaki 
who taught me to be kind to animals 







There are more children born every month than there are 
hairs on a tiger’s back. And each one has courage. They can 
be found in every country, large or small. In fact, you might 
be one of them…

This is the true story of an especially brave child who was 
born long ago, in 1875, in a small village in a part of the 
world called Alsace. His name was Albert. When he grew 
up, he became a famous doctor, musician, minister and 
philosopher. In 1952, he won the Nobel Peace Prize. What 
made Albert such a special child? The events told in this 
book really happened to Albert when he was a little boy. 
He never made a scrapbook or wrote a journal about them, 
but if he had, perhaps it would look like this… 











































Albert Schweitzer grew up to be a famous man.

He could have stayed in Alsace and lived a comfortable life giving 
sermons and playing the organ. Instead, he went back to school 
to become a doctor. Then he built a clinic in a village called 
Lambaréné, deep in the forests of Gabon, Africa, where he felt he 
was needed the most. People thought he was crazy, because at that 
time most of Europe only wanted to profit from Africa’s riches. 
Most Europeans did not care that millions of African people were 
dying because they were being treated like slaves. 

Albert had many four-legged and feathered friends at the clinic and 
he became a vegetarian because he loved animals. He did not care 
what other people thought about him.

He had learned as a boy who he was.

He was a man who loved all living things.

And he had many friends.



The Animal Welfare Institute
The Animal Welfare Institute (AWI) was started in 1951 by 
Christine Stevens, a woman who was much like Albert Schweitzer 
in that she loved animals. AWI works hard to protect animals 
from pain and fear. AWI educates people about animals and their 
suffering. We ask Members of Congress to pass laws to benefit 
animals in need. We try to help all animals—including those in 
experimental laboratories, on factory farms, caught in steel traps 
set in the woods, and threatened with extinction—from the 
smallest mice to the great whales in the sea. 

For more information, visit the AWI website: www.awionline.org

The Albert Schweitzer Award
The Animal Welfare Institute presents the Albert Schweitzer 
Medal to a person who has done outstanding work to help 
animals. Albert and his dog, Tchu Tchu, appear on the medal,  
along with Albert’s words:

“We need a boundless ethics which will include the animals also.”





Albert Schweitzer was a famous man. He lived in a time of terrible world wars 
but he chose a life of peace. He was famous for two little words and one big one, 
“Reverence for life.” Reverence means respect and love.
Albert Schweitzer became a doctor so he could save lives. He built a clinic in 
Gabon, Africa, where he spent his life helping sick people. It was Albert’s animal 
friends who taught him to be kind when he was a child. The Boy Who Loved All 
Living Things is an imaginary journal based on actual events from his childhood.
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